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ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
OMB-01 10-13 TRSE-00 EUR-12 /092 W 

019182 050912Z/17 

R 050820Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0635 
INFO AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USLO PEKING 

CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 2983 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, SN, VM, CH 

SUBJECT: SINGAPOREAN VIEWS OF VIETNAM-CHINA DISPUTE 

1 . S. DHANABALAN, SENIOR MINISTER OF STATE FOR NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THE CURRENT VIETNAM-CHINA 
DISPUTE WITH ME AT THE JULY FOURTH RECEPTION. DHANABALAN 
COMMENTED THAT IT SEEMED OBVIOUS THE CHINESE WERE THE ONES 
PRESSING THE DISPUTE, APPARENTLY SEEKING TO HUMILIATE THE 
VIETNAMESE. HANOI, FOR ITS PART, APPEARED TO BE TAKING 
CONCILIATORY LINE. DHANABALAN FOUND IT HARD TO FATHOM 
PEKING'S MOTIVE IN GOING AFTER THE VIETNAMESE SO STRONGLY. 

THE CHINESE PRESUMABLY SHOULD BE INTERESTED IN KEEPING 
THE VIETNAMESE FROM FALLING ENTIRELY WITHIN THE SOVIET 
ORBIT, HE S, YET ANYONE COULD SEE THAT THE TACTICS 

THEY WERE USING AGAINST HANOI WOULD HAVE EXACTLY THE 
OPPOSITE EFFECT. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH A SOPHISTICATED ECONOMIST, DHANABALAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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IS NOT ONE OF THE SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT'S ANALYSTS OR 
FRAMERS OF FOREIGN POLICY. NEVERTHELESS (OR PERHAPS FOR 
THIS VERY REASON), I EXPECT THAT HIS COMMENTS ARE PROBABLY 
MORE REFLECTIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT'S ASSESSMENT OF THE 
SITUATION THAN HIS OWN INDEPENDENT THOUGHTS. 

INGRAHAM 
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